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Commander's Corner 
 

Legionnaires, 
 

First, I hope everyone had a great 

Thanksgiving and are getting ready for the 

Christmas Holidays.  Last month was a busy 

month for the District.  We had the 

Department Commander up for the Veterans 

Day Dinner as well as several Past 

Department Commanders.  Big thanks to 

Post 176 for hosting.  It was nice at the 

dinner seeing all the Past District 

Commanders and our current Post 

Commanders.  Thank you for those who 

were able to attend.   
 

We also hosted the Department Commander 

on several Veterans Day activities, to 

include a wreath laying at the Vietnam War 

Memorial.  I want to thank all the 

Commanders who made themselves 

available to either host Commander Hillyard 

at their Post or an activity, to include Posts 

24, 85, 130,139,176 and 177.   

 

 

There was also a Veterans Roundtable 

hosted by Congressman Gerry Connolly 

held at Post 176 on the 12
th

.  Panel members 

included the Chief of Staff for the VA and 

the Director of the Washington DC VA 

Medical Center.  A lot of valuable 

information was presented.  One item that 

struck me was when the representative for 

the George Mason University (GMU) Office 

of Military Services spoke.  He talked about 

veterans, most not even GMU students who 

would come into his office seeking help or 

services to include being homeless, food for 

their families or being in a crisis.  His staff 

would take the time to assist each veteran 

and their need.  The question came to me is 

if one of these veterans in need would come 

to your Post to request support, would you 

have a list of local resources available to 

help them.  Talking to some our Post 

Commanders, some have a list of local 

social services in their community to assist 

and some don’t.  With the Department 

Commander challenging all Post to come up 

with a new program, this could be a 

beneficial program a Post could put in place 

if they don’t have a listing of local social 
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services organizations to assist veterans who 

are in need.   
 

Don’t overlook working on your 

membership during this holiday season.  

This has to be a constant effort as we sign up 

the last 25%-30% of our members.  

Hopefully most of our 17
th

 District Posts 

made the December 1 goal of 75%.  
 

Looking ahead, the 17
th

 District will again 

be hosting the Department Convention at the 

Dulles Hilton Hotel, July 14
th

 -17
th

.  The 

District Adjutant sent the Post Commanders 

a heads up from our Past National 

Commander on the event.  An organization 

meeting will be held this December 11, 

10:00 at Post 180.  If you are interested in 

volunteering, please let your Post 

Commander know and attend meeting on the 

11
th

 if you’re available.   
 

Also, the Post, District Regional and 

Department Oratorical contests are right 

around the corner as well as starting your 

recruitment / selection process for Boys 

State.  A lot going on coming out of the 

holidays. 
 

Lastly……..   

I hope everyone have a Merry Christmas!!! 
 

Keep doing your Buddy Checks!!! 
 

Be safe!!! 
 

Thanks for all that you do.   
 

Mike Kimlick 

Commander 
 

MEMBERSHIP 

      
 

We have dropped to 9th place! 
   

And are heading in the wrong direction.  

The last 2 years, at the end of the year we 

placed 2nd in the Department. 
 

It’s time for us to make our move up chain.  

There is no reason why we can’t do it again 

and shoot for #1.  
 

Don’t let the Grinch slow you down.  Keep 

pushing your membership.  We need 

everyone to reinvest in The American 

Legion.  Without a strong membership base, 

our Posts and The American Legion do not 

have the resources required to do all our 

programs for our veterans and their families; 

our active-duty military and their families; 

our Children and Youth Programs; our 

Americanism Programs; and to support our 

local communities. 
 

Several posts are holding us back from 

moving forward.  They need to step up.  One 

of our posts last year received a letter from 

Department reminding them to follow the 

rules in the Adjutant’s manual and get their 

membership in on a timely basis and were 

warned that their Charter could be pulled if 

it continued. 
 

No one wants that to happen in the 17
th

.  

How do you explain that to your 

membership? 
 

Please have your membership chairman 

keep working hard.  Send emails out 

reminding members that it’s time to reinvest 

in The American Legion.  Every renewal 

member counts and ask your members to 

recruit new members to your post.   
 

If you need help, please send me an email at 

jimglassman@verizon.net and I will be there 

for you. 
 

District Legislation – Bill Aramony 
 

Glenn  Yarborough and I thank each who 

wrote their  State  Senator  and  Delegate  to  

petition the Virginia Governor to write 

to write  President Biden  to  honor all who 

served during  WW II  with a state funeral 

of Hershel “Woody” Williams, who is the 

nation’s last living Medal of Honor 

recipient. 
 

At the Legion's urging, on November 

24,  2021, the Virginia Governor sent the 

mailto:glassman@verizon.net
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White House a letter asking that the 

President designate a state funeral for the 

final Medal of Honor recipient from World 

War II, to nationally  honor all of  the 16 

million service members who served from 

1941 to 1945.  Thanks to:  Glenn 

Yarborough  (spearheaded the letter 

effort)  Brett Reistad (2018 Legion  National 

Resolution)  Rick Oertel (2018 Virginia 

Resolution),  and District 17 Commander 

Mike Kimlick (who asked  you to write 

Delegates).  
 

Each of you made a difference!!! 
 

Upcoming Department Convention 
Past National Commander Dellinger 
 

See below message from PNC Dellinger.  

To quote Sly and the Family Stone – “It’s a 

Family Affair” – to us that means 

Legionnaires, Auxiliary, SAL, and Riders.  

We all need to come together to get this 

done! 

 

Members of the 17th District, 
 

We have an excellent history of hosting 

department conventions in the past and 

hopefully this year we can put together 

another great event. 
 

We will be hosting the upcoming 

Department Convention to be held at the 

Dulles Hilton Hotel, July 14th- 17th, 2022. 

We will hold our 1st meeting on December 

11th at 10:00 am at Post 180, 330 N. Center 

St., Vienna, to discuss the events we will be 

hosting. 

1- Registration 

2- Thursday night social 

3- VA Screening - if possible 

4- Job Fair 

5- Blood Drive 

6- Friday night bingo 

7- Saturday night banquet 

8- Saturday night dance 
 

We need  manpower and monetary support 

from Posts, Units and Squadrons. I’m asking 

each post to spread the word, asking its 

membership to assist us in the endeavor, 

whether donating time or money. I hope to 

see many at our meeting on the 11th. Thank 

you in advance for your assistance in putting 

on the best department convention ever. 
 

Dan Dellinger 

Nancy Harting 

Co-Chairmen 
 

District Chaplain’s Corner – 

Chaplain Paul McComb 

Winter brings us several holidays: Diwali, 

Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, Christmas, and the 

New Year.  For all or any that you celebrate, 

I pray for you and your family’s health, 

solace, and happiness.  
 

As an example of what to celebrate during 

the holidays, let’s look at the theme of the 

Advent.   Advent is a season of the church 

calendar observed by most Christians as a 

time of celebration of the coming of  

Christmas.  The themes of Advent are Hope, 

Love, Joy and Peace.   During the holidays, I 

encourage you to take the time and 

opportunity to consider how you can 

surround yourself with friends, family, and 

situations that bring you Hope, Love, Joy 

and Peace.   
 

During the holidays, please consider how 

you can support (time, talent, treasure, or 

prayer) blessings to our Veterans, the 

American Legion, the military, and our 

country.  Take care of yourself and take care 

of each other. 
 

As another example of what to celebrate 

during the holidays, let’s look at New Year’s 

Eve.  On New Year's Eve, it is almost 

inevitable that you will hear (and possibly 

try to sing) "Auld Lang Syne," a song whose 

melody is synonymous with the new year 

(and the theme of change more broadly) in 

the English-speaking world, despite nearly 

incomprehensible syntax and vocabulary.  

The phrase "auld lang syne" is not 

recognizable to English speakers because it 

is not an English phrase, it’s from 18th 

century Scots. Translated literally it means 

"old long since," but the meaning is more 
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like "old times" or "the olden days."  As we 

celebrate the new year, let’s consider our 

fond memories, families, and friends. 
 

--"Should auld acquaintance be 

forgot And never brought to mind?  Should 

auld acquaintance be forgot And days of  

auld lang syne?” 
 

--”For auld lang syne, my dear; For 

auld lang syne.  We'll take a cup o' kindness 

yet; For days of auld lang syne.” 
 

So, during the holidays enjoy time with 

friends and family, increase doing things 

that bring you health and happiness, enjoy 

the themes of Advent (hope, love, joy, and 

peace), give cheerfully, recall fond 

memories of 2021, and look forward to 

2022.    May the Lord bring you many 

blessings. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Paul McComb, District 17 Chaplain 

Pmccomb98@gmail.com 
 

What’s Going on at your Post 
 

Alexandria Post 24 – Commander Henry 

Dorton 
 

November   
 

American Veterans Disabled for Life 

(AVDL) Memorial community service -  

Throughout the year Post 24 members and 

other local Legionnaires and Riders 

participated in monthly cleanings of the 

AVDL memorial in Washington, D.C.  The 

cleaning on November 6
th

 was the last one 

for this calendar year.   
 

Americanism -  On 9 November, Past Post 

Commander Doug Gurka taught elementary 

school kids about Veterans (and the purpose 

of Veterans Day). The students ( K-2) were 

from Lyles-Crouch Traditional Academy. 

The instruction was virtual (10am & 

10:30am Zoom sessions). Feedback from 

teachers and students was all positive.   In 

addition, Gurka delivered patriotic comic 

books to local schools:  (300) booklets to 

Lyles-Crouch and (400) booklets to St. 

Mary’s Elementary School. The topics 

include the freedoms granted by The Bill of 

Rights, Responsibilities of Citizenship, and 

American values and heritage. 
 

USMC Birthday (Nov. 10, 1775) -  After 

the general membership meeting on 10 

November, Post 24 observed the USMC 

Birthday in the social quarters.  The 

traditional ceremony included cake-cutting 

with saber, special servings to the oldest and 

youngest Marine, and toasts to the Corps, of 

course.   

         
Marine Corps veterans and Post 24 members 

                                                                                            
Veterans Day Activities     
                                                                                                                 

Arlington National Cemetery -  Post 24 

Adjutant and Past District Commander Jim 

Glassman joined 17
th

 District Commander 

Mike Kimlick for ceremonies at the Vietnam 

Veterans Memorial Wall. 

 
District 17 Commander Kimlick, Past National 

Commander Reistadt , Department Commander 

Hillyard, District 17 Senior Vice Hunter, Past  

District Commander Glassman 

 

Alexandria National Cemetery -Flag 

Placement  (11 Nov) -  On Veterans Day, 

Post 24 members assisted the Knights of 

Columbus with the placement of U.S. flags 

on hundreds of graves at the Alexandria 

National Cemetery.   

mailto:Pmccomb98@gmail.com
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Members of Post 24 and the Knights of Columbus 

at Alexandria National Cemetery 
 

Sunrise of Old Town Assisted Living 

facility -   Our members were invited by this 

senior living facility to visit with their 

Veteran residents on Veterans Day.  Post 24 

provided remarks about the history of 

Alexandria Post 24, followed by poetry 

reading. The program concluded with 3
rd

 

Vice Donna Reuss leading the group in the 

singing of God Bless America.  The meet-n-

greet event allowed for Legionnaire 

interaction with the veterans and included a 

reception hosted by the facility. 

        
 

      
Post 24 visit to Sunrise of Old Town senior living 

 

U.S. Space Force flag presentation -  On 

Veterans Day, G34.3 Brewing Company in 

Lorton, Virginia, presented a U.S. Space 

Force flag to Post 24 members. This “Space-

themed” nano-brewery is veteran-owned, 

and a generous sponsor to fundraisers for 

Post 24’s Legion programs.  

           
U.S. Space Force Flag Presentation at G34.4 

Brewing Co. 
 

Funeral for Past Post Commander -  

About (15) Post 24 members attended the 

interment for a past post commander on 

Thursday at Arlington National Cemetery on 

18 November.  Kim W. Ching, a retired Air 

Force officer, served as the Post 24 

Commander in 1997.  Attendees were 

invited to a Celebration of Life reception 

immediately after the funeral.   

 
Post 24 members at funeral for Past Post 

Commander Kim Ching 
 

Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign 

2021 -   The Salvation Army (Alexandria 

Citadel Corps) helps people in the 

community meet their basic needs.  As part 

of our community service, Post 24 hosts 

“bell-ringing” kettle drives to collect 

donations which benefit these less 

advantaged citizens in our community.  Our 

volunteer Bell-Ringers staff kettle stands 

every Saturday in November and December. 

It is Fun and Rewarding and may be the 

easiest community service you will ever 

perform. Legionnaires from other posts are 

welcome to join us by contacting Henry 

Dorton at (703) 618-5610 or 

henrydorton@verizon.net. 

mailto:henrydorton@verizon.net
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Post 24 members Chris Steinhilber, Jim 

McDermott, and Cameron Berry (with family)  

 

December 

 

Post 24 Holiday Food Drive (On-going) -  

During November and December, Post 24 

will collect donations for a local food 

pantry. In addition to non-perishable food, 

requested items include kitchen supplies 

(e.g., Ziploc bags) and personal care items. 

Donations can be dropped-off at the Post 24 

social quarters.   

 

Afghan Refugee Support -   On behalf of 

Volunteer Alexandria, Post 24 has offered to 

collect toiletry and hygiene products for 

Afghan refugees throughout the remainder 

of the year. Donation boxes are at the 

entrance to the Post 24 social quarters. 
 

Alexandria National Cemetery -Wreath 

Laying 2021 -  Post 24 members will 

support the annual Wreaths Across America 

(WAA) campaign to help purchase wreaths 

for the thousands of Veterans interred at the 

Alexandria National Cemetery.  The 

minimum donation is just $15 for the first 

wreath and there is a quantity discount for 

multiple wreaths. To make a wreath 

donation on behalf of Post 24, use the link 

and click on the red button labeled “Sponsor 

Wreaths”. 
 

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/166956/Over

view/?relatedId=17241 

 

The deadline for sponsoring wreaths was  

30 November and donations made after that 

will roll over to next year.  The wreaths will 

be delivered at 0800 on 17 December, and 

the event will be at 0930 on 18 December. If 

you can volunteer for either phase, please 

contact Post 24 member Marty Menez at 

email: Martin.Menez@att.net or 703-609-

4560. 

 

First Night Alexandria (31 December – 

New Year’s Eve -  Post 24’s Ballroom (400 

Cameron Street) will be one of the many 

Old Town venues as the City of Alexandria 

celebrates 27-years of First Night 

Alexandria on Friday 31 December (New 

Year’s Eve).  Our ballroom will feature live 

musical entertainment beginning at 7 pm. 

The evening concludes with fireworks over 

the Potomac River at midnight.   

 
 

2022 George Washington Birthday Run, 

Walk & Roll Challenge Event-  Advance 

announcement regarding the second annual 

George Washington Birthday Run, Walk & 

Roll challenge event during February 2022.  

Participants are encouraged to run, walk 

and/or roll at least 24 miles (in increments 

they choose) during the month of February 

in tribute to our favorite founding father—

George Washington.  The event’s 

commemorative coin is in the design phase,  

and details on the registration process will 

be forthcoming. (Participation is open to all 

in The American Legion Family, as well as 

the public.) 
 

https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/166956/Overview/?relatedId=17241
https://wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/166956/Overview/?relatedId=17241
mailto:Martin.Menez@att.net
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Arlington Post 85 – Commander Eric 

Clinton 
 

November :   

Veterans Day event attended by Department 

Chairman, and 17th district leadership. 

Thanksgiving free dinner was provided to 

post members and guests (to include soldiers 

from Old Guard on Fort Myer). 
 

December: 
 

4 Dec supporting Special Needs Christmas 

Party held at Post 130 
 

Army Navy game  
 

December 12:  Auxiliary Unit 85 will be 

having a dinner at the Post on December 

12.  Menu will include lasagna, meat loaf, 

mashed potatoes, gravy, green beans, salad, 

dessert.  Price will be $15.  Serving time 

will be 3-6 pm, during the 

Dallas/Washington Football Team game so 

come on by and help us push the team to 

victory.  We will have take-out orders.  If 

you would like to reserve a dinner you can 

either call Edna Eagle, 703-573-5464 or the 

post home (703-527-8178) (post opens at 4 

pm daily).  Edna Eagle, Unit 85 President 
 

Dec 18 Holiday Potluck 1700-1930  
 

Falls Church Post 130 – Commander 

Wayne Hines 
 

 

A robust ceremony honoring US veterans was 

held at the Falls Church Veterans Memorial in 

front of the Community Center on Veterans Day. 

(picture by Gary Mester) 

 

 

 

Post 130 Hours of Operation are 

Monday - Saturday Opens 12:00 noon to 

22:00 Hrs. (12 PM to 10 PM) 
 

Sunday Opens 13:00 Hrs to 22:00 Hrs. (1 

PM to 10 PM) 
 

EVERY FIRST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH 

POST 130 HAS 8 BALL POOL 

TOURNAMENT DOUBLE 

ELIMINATION.  We play singles with low 

turnout.  With high turnout, we have luck of 

the draw for partners 

So come on down show us what you got 

Pool Players. 
 

Regular DMV Connect Dates  
 

December Regular Dates:  6
th

, 7
th

, 8
th

,9
th

, 

and 10th 
9:30am to 3:00pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 

to 1:30pm 
 

Try to book an appointment yourself at:  

www.dmcnow.com under visit a DMV 

Connect, walks-ins may be considered on a 

case-by-case basis. 
 

November Remote Knowledge Testing 

dates for Learner's –  
 

November Dates:  13016 December 

9:30am to 3:00pm.  Closed for lunch 12:30 

to 1:30pm 
 

By appointment, they can be booked via an 

email sent to Lily Riehn at: 

dmvconnecttysons@dmv.virginia.gov 

 

Springfield Post 176 – Commander Marty 

Pfeifer 

 

As we enter the “Holiday Season” let’s 

remember those that are less fortunate.  This 

time of year, presents an opportunity for 

personal reflection.  I encourage everyone to 

celebrate our accomplishments of the past 

year and strive to improve the lives of 

veterans.     
 

Thanks to Carla Pfleeger and Malcolm Mark 

for volunteering to be the editors of the Post 

Script.  The Post Script is one way that Post 

http://www.dmcnow.com/
mailto:dmvconnecttysons@dmv.virginia.gov
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176 keeps our members informed about post 

activities and programs.  The E-news, our 

weekly blast email, provides up to date 

information that you can use in a variety of 

ways.  If you have not already, please 

subscribe to the E-news so that you can stay 

up to date on events and programs that Post 

176 is sponsoring. 
 

I am pleased to report our IT improvements 

are substantially complete. We have also 

made significant improvements to our 

telecom system.  These new capabilities will 

enable our dedicated staff and volunteers to 

improve their productivity, making their 

jobs easier to accomplish. 
 

During the past eleven (11) months, we have 

invested over $110,000.00 in repairs and 

improvements to our aging facility. We now 

have service contracts that reduce our cost 

of repairs and assist getting repairs done 

more quickly during this challenging time of 

supply chain delays. 

 

The operational tempo at Post 176 is 

extremely high.  In the month of November, 

we had approximately 60 events and 

meetings on our new electronic calendar.  

Many organizations are contacting us to 

schedule their meetings and events because 

they have lost their longtime meeting 

locations at schools or other public facilities. 
 

Among the events we hosted are the 17
th

 

District Commander’s Dinner attended by 

our Department Commander, Frank 

Hillyard, a Joint Veteran’s Day ceremony 

with VFW Post 7327, 35
th

 Annual Mustang 

Raffle sponsored by the Bailey’s Crossroads 

Rotary Club, and a Veterans Information 

Roundtable with keynote speaker 11
th

 

District Congressman Gerry Connolly and 

an outstanding panel that provided answers 

to many questions regarding veteran’s 

benefits, access to care, and new programs 

on the horizon. 
 

We are in the process of forming a search 

committee for the position of General 

Manager.  This will be a full-time position. 

 

Please check our website post176.org and 

follow us in the E-news.  You will be 

impressed with what Post 176 has to offer.     
 

In closing, let’s remember the Post 176 

motto, “Forward Together”.   
 
Fairfax Post 177 – Commander Jeff 

White 
 

On 6 November, we performed a flag 

retirement ceremony.  21 barrels of flags 

were inspected and retired, and the barrels 

sealed.  The flags will be transported to 

Covanta Fairfax in Lorton where they will 

be safely burned. 
 

On 10 November, the Marines of Post 177 

held a traditional US Marine Corps birthday 

replete with the Commandant’s message to 

the Corps, Lejeune’s message from 100 

years ago, Marine prayer, and cake cut with 

a Mameluke sword.  Thank you to all who 

participated. 

 

On 11 November, the Post 177 Color Guard 

opened the City of Fairfax Veteran’s Day 

program which is a joint effort of Post 177 

and VFW Post 8469.  This year we held it at 

Fairfax Old Town Square.  The city and Post 

177 collaborated in placing banners 

honoring 8 Fairfax Veteran residents who 

had passed on light poles around the 

square.  VFW Commander Mac McCarl was 

the first speaker, followed by Congressman 

Gerry Connolly, Senator Chap Petersen, 

Delegates David Bulova and Dan Helmer, 

Mayor David Meyer, Councilmembers Sang 

Yi and Janice Miller, and finally Post 177 

Commander Jeff White.  Cmdr White made 

a point of recognizing the individuals on the 

banners and their families who were 

present.  There were over 100 people in 

attendance. 
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Aux Unit 177 is having the annual 

Children’s Christmas Party this year on 

Sunday, 19 Dec from 1 to 4 PM.  The kids 

will be able to sit on Santa’s sled – 2 

wheeled, Harley version – for a photo or just 

bragging rights. 

Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas, and 

Happy New Year!  
 

Vienna Post 180 – Commander Guillermo 

Guillén 
 

Happy belated 246
th

 birthday to the United 

States Marine Corps! 

  

We held a small Veterans Day Ceremony 

with about 35 Legionnaires, family, and 

friends in attendance.  Thank you to our 

Club Manager, Anna Phillips, for 

coordinating a donated meal from Nandos 

for all to share. 
  

We hosted the American Red Cross for a 

third time since June for another successful 

drive.  Thank you to all who made this 

possible, particularly the donors.  Our final 

contributions for this drive were 26 life-

saving units of blood.  The contributions on 

November 17
th

 were delivered to, but 

limited to, the following major hospitals: 

Mercy Medical Center, Children's Hospital 

National Medical Center, Good Samaritan 

Hospital-Baltimore, Holy Cross Hospital, 

and University of Maryland-St Joseph 

Medical Center. 
  

Our next American Red Cross Blood 

Drive is scheduled for Wednesday, 

December 22nd, from 12:00pm to 5:00pm 

in Patriot Hall, 330 Center St N, Vienna, 

VA.  To donate blood, you will need to 

register online; no walk-ins.  To register to 

donate blood, platelets, or plasma, log in at 

this link and select your 

time: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.ht

ml/drive-

results?zipSponsor=Post180Vienna.   
  

Auxiliary Unit 180 held their monthly 

Sunday breakfast on 21 November.  They 

served over 70 visitors raising over 

$600.  The profits from the breakfast are 

mainly for the ALA Virginia Girls State 

program. The cost of sponsoring one girl to 

the 2022 Program has increased to $425.00. 

Unit 180 is striving to sponsor eight girls 

this coming year.  Please come down and 

have breakfast with the ALA Unit 180 and 

help them send rising high school seniors to 

the 2022 Girls State.  The next breakfast 

will be December 19
th

 from 8:00am to 

12:00pm in Patriot Hall, 330 Center St N, 

Vienna, VA.  
  

Squadron 180 provided its fund-raising 

skills through their annual turkey fry, frying 

over 13 turkey’s and raising funds for 

Children and Youth programs.  It’s a year 

away, but worth the wait.  Add it to your 

calendars of November 2022! 

  

Mike Varmecky is retiring.  Anna and the 

Board of Officers would like to thank Mike 

for all the time he has given to us as a 

bartender.  Mike started working at Post 

180, on February 8, 2009.  Mike will fill in 

once in a while to visit us in his spare 

time.  We wish you a happy and blessed 

retirement Mike! 
  

Club 180 will be hosting an Army-Navy 

football game get-together on 11 

December.  Kickoff is at 3:00pm.  Squadron 

180 will be serving oysters for $1 each.  

GO ARMY, BEAT NAVY!   
  

Post 180 is a collection point for Toys for 

Tots.  This year the program is ONLY 

accepting cash and check donations at the 

collection points, no toys.  Donations close 

on 12 December when they will be delivered 

to the regional program coordinator.  If 

you’re visiting our post, please consider a 

donation to the program.  The bartenders are 

collecting all contributions. 
  

District Planning Conference, December 

11
th

 at 10:00am will be held on the second 

floor in Patriot Hall.  Parking and access are 

around back in the upper parking lot. 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Post180Vienna
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Post180Vienna
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=Post180Vienna
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 Have a Blessed and Merry Christmas! 

 

Herndon Post 184 – Commander Dave 

Womak 
 

"Post 184, like many other posts, honored 

veterans during the month of November 

with several ceremonies.  On Saturday, 

November 6th, Post members conducted a 

Veterans Day Ceremony at Harmony Senior 

Facility.  Approximately 35 veterans, family 

members and staff were in attendance.  Old 

Dominion Cotillion provided key support 

and refreshments.  The event was well 

received by veterans who were facility-

bound.  On November 11th, Post 184 

conducted their annual Veterans Day 

Ceremony on the Town Green in 

Herndon.  Mayor Sheila Olem gave 

welcoming remarks and Post had 

participation from the Herndon High School 

Navy JROTC, Scout Troop 1570, and the 

Reston Chorale.  COL (Ret) Harvey Barnum 

was the guest speaker.  He was awarded a 

Medal of Honor in December 1965 in 

Vietnam.  Post 184 also flew the 65 casket 

flags that make up the Avenue of Flags at 

Chestnut Grove Cemetery.  Finally, for 

December, Post membership will not have a 

formal meeting but will gather to celebrate 

the Christmas season over a potluck meal." 
 

Centreville Post 1995 – Commander Steve 

Hunter 
 

Post 1995's recruiting event at the Coast 

Guard Exchange in Centreville on Saturday 

the 13th of November the was a success 

with five new Legionnaires joining the Post 

for 2022.  Additionally, we talked to many 

people with interesting stories and some 

likely future Legionnaires.  For 2022 Post 

1995 has recruited 12 new members and 

processed two transfers at a community 

event and the Coast Guard Exchange.  .  

 

 

 

American Legion Flag Retirement 

Ceremony Centreville  

American Legion Post 1995 Centreville 

conducted a flag retirement ceremony this 

past Saturday (November 6
th

) at Fairfax 

County Fire Station 38 on Stone Road. 

Station 38 and Post 1995 has hosted this 

annual flag retirement event for the past 16 

years. Boy Scout Troop 1995, members of 

the Fairfax County Police Honor Guard and 

others within the Scouting community 

participated with the Legion in folding the 

flags, the retirement ceremony and disposal. 

Approximately 200 U.S. small to medium 

sized mostly cotton flags were burned at this 

ceremony. Due to toxic fumes created by the 

burning of synthetic fiber flags, another 505 

flags will be retired in a special burn 

ceremony in conjunction with Post 177 

Fairfax. The American Legion partners with 

Fairfax County’s waste to energy Covanta 

plant in Lorton to dispose of these flags. The 

purpose of this special burn is to respect the 

flag while also taking into consideration the 

toxic fumes and pollution generated by the 

burning of nylon and polyester flags. The 

Covanta plant scrubs the emissions from the 

fire to significantly reduce pollutants to the 

atmosphere and particularly to those 

participating in the ceremony at the fire 

station. All Fairfax County police stations 

and Station 38 have flag collection boxes for 

residents to donate flags to for a respectful 

disposal.  

     Group Photo of Flag Retirement Ceremony 

Participates 
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Flag Folding Mentoring Large Flags 

Require a Team to Fold 

 

Each Flag is Given Hand Salutes   

Legion Auxiliary (President Sandy Price 

 

HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM THE 17
TH

 

DISTRICT AUXILIARY UNITS 

 

The Christmas and New Year’s Holidays are 

fast approaching, and people are scurrying 

around getting ready for the season.  It is so 

nice that we are able to have family get-

togethers, small parties, etc. this year after 

missing most of it for 2 years. Please, just 

take care in where you go and what you do 

because that nasty COVID-19 is still around 

and still deadly for some people.   

 

We had a very successful 17
th

 District 

Leadership Workshop on November 20 and 

had 20 members attend via zoom.  The 

emphasis was on Constitution and Bylaws as 

most of the Units in the 17
th

 District do have 

work to do in getting them updated and 

approved.  We are shooting for 100% 

completion by the convention next July.  

Sounds like an impossible job but it can be 

done.  We have not heard any word on a 

Northern Zone Workshop but when we do 

the information will be going out to all of 

the Units.   

 

The 17
th

 District will be hosting the 

Department Convention in July 2022.  A 

notice has been sent out requesting 

assistance in accomplishing this task.  If 

possible, please donate to the 17
th

 District 

American Legion to help pay for the door 

prizes, expenses by the various committee 

chairpersons for the activity they are in 

charge of to help cover the costs of these 

events.   

 

I’m sure that most of the Units are working 

on some sort of holiday project either for our 

veterans or the children of our veterans this 

year.  Again, it is so good to be able to do 

these things this year since we couldn’t the 

past couple of years.   

 

The Officers, Committee Chairpersons and 

Members of the 17
th

 District would like to 

wish all a very Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year and we hope to see and hear from 

all of you in the new year.    

 

Sons of The American Legion  - Tyler 

Vanice, Department Vice Commander 
 

As of January 1st, 2022, 

www.MyLegion.org is going to allow 

S.A.L. members to renew online. This is a 

long-requested change that many of us have 

been looking forward to from the national 

organization and we hope it is one of many 

positive changes to come.  

  

This update is scheduled to go live at the 

beginning of next year but there are 

potential issues involved for some 

squadrons. If your squadron has not sent 

their Squadron Data Report to 

Detachment yet, members who renew 

online starting in January will be paying 

http://www.mylegion.org/
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only the National and Detachment per 

capita and the squadron will have to 

track their member down to get the 

squadron’s portion of dues.  

  

Detachment has been pushing squadrons to 

get this document turned in all year. If your 

squadron has already submitted the 

document, I thank you for cooperating. I 

mailed letters to each squadron and post 

commander for those who have not turned 

them in. If your squadron has not, it’s 

imperative that your squadron submits the 

document immediately as there could be a 

potential loss of revenue to your squadron if 

their annual dues are more than the required 

$15.00 for National and Detachment per 

capita. Please submit the Squadron Data 

Report to Detachment Adjutant, Kevin 

Chaplin, by email to kchaplin@lexacom.net. 

The form can be found at www.vasons.org. 

  

I also want to push membership heavily. Our 

district is very far behind on memberships. 

A few squadrons have yet to even turn in 

any so far! As a reminder, squadron officers 

cannot hold any position if they are not 

members in good standing by January 1
st
. In 

addition, if you are a Legion Rider and your 

eligibility stems from being  a S.A.L., you 

are not in good standing and are not insured 

by the legion, and therefore, cannot 

participate in rides! I can’t stress enough, 

please start turning in your memberships!  

  

May you all have a good holiday season, 

and remember, turn in those renewals! 
 

mailto:kchaplin@lexacom.net
http://www.vasons.org/

