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AMERICAN LEGION 
Post 176 Springfield 

General Membership Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, January 23, 2024 

 
 

 
 

 
1. Call to Order, Salute, Prayer, POW/MIA, Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Roll Call: Adjutant 
3. Commander’s Comments 
4. Presentation(s)   

a. Rose Kim, Quilts of Valor – Cancelled 
b. Michael Farabaugh – Children and Youth updates within 17th District 

5. Reports 
6. Unfinished Business 
7. New Business 
8. Closing Prayer, Salute 
9. Adjourn 

 
 

Voting Legionnaire Name and Title 

Kevin 
Gaddis, 
Commander 

We have a quorum 

1. 1st GMM this year 

2. EXCOM next week and right back to Feb GMM 

3. 2023 was a great year - a lot of events 

a. 1st dining out 

b. Best tailgates 

c. A lot of events - thanks 3rd Vice and all those supporting 

4. New General Manager - doing a great, made lot of good improvements 

5. We have a really good finance Officer - Roy is doing a great job.  We have 

a budget 

6. This July will be here 30 yrs - this is the best ECOM 

7. Randy Wheeler, our 2nd Vice, redefined the Youth programs  

8. Foundation is membership - 1632 is goal for this year, we are close to this. 

We have an outstanding membership team.   

9. EXCOM gets along for the most part - we can disagree agreeably. 
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10. What keeps the place together is our volunteers 

11. Don Howell on the Cash Team found a flag with 48 stars. We are framing it 

and hanging it on the Purple Heart wall  

12. Elections are coming up, Rex is not going to chair them this year but will 

help.  If anyone is interested in running for an EXCOM position 

13. Day On the Hill - our Post had the most representatives, the lawmakers got 

to see and hear us.  Thanks to those who were able to make it 

14. Adam Rocke does a lot for the Post and our veterans, thank you 

Dennis 
Madtes,     
1st Vice 
Commander 

VA&R, Membership 

1. A little under 100 to meet the goal   

2. At 1523 members this morning 

3. Members living in 38 different states, countries and territories  

4. Read 19 names for this month’s transfers or new memberships  

 

Motion to accept in mass, Dennis, Denise 2nd 

Motion carried 

 

Motion to accept members to Post 176, Dennis, 2nd Martie 

Motion carried 

 

Commander – our membership was raised by 3%,  
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Randy 
Wheeler, 
2nd Vice 
Commander 

Children & Youth  

1. Oratorial was the 1st week of Jan - Winner from last year, Ms. Ella, won 
this year.  She was 3rd out of 4 in the District 

2. We are hosting the Regional competition here on Feb 10th 

3. Baseball team - have a budget for the Post 176 Team.  Doug is coming back 
again this year to coach 

4. Scouts are all doing great things 

5. Last week hosted a get together for our Little League Team 

6. Boy’s State – last year we planned for 20 to go, 19 made it.  Our goal for 
this year is 30, we’ve already budgeted it.  Thee cost went up to $500 per 
person 

Jay Byrun,          
3rd Vice 
Commander 

Americanism / Calendar 

1. We had over 200 children for Breakfast with Santa, thanks to VFW for 
donating the gift cards, anyone who wants to share input please send to me 

2. Going to do Championship tailgate this week  

3. Having a Super Bowl party, will have a menu of something from each team 

4. Casino night is this Saturday  

5. Moving forward will try to populate the calendar with all the events  

6. Feb 4th is the 17th Districts 4 Chaplains ceremony 

7. This year is the 275th George Washington parade 

Denise 
White,      
Post 
Adjutant 

EXCOM Minutes 

1. CPR - need all the information,  

2. Will have due dates next GMM,  

3. Send any volunteer hours, anything done for and with our veterans, send the 
event, hours and if any cost involved 

Roy Burton, 
Finance 
Officer 

2023 Revenue & Expense Trends 

1. Cash in Bank:  $82,793.89 as of 8 January 2024 

2. Dentz Fund Balances as of 8 January    

a. Cash in bank - $35K         

b. Edward Jones Account - $754,463.31 

3. Last year earned Almost 14%,  
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a. 65% stocks 

b. 35% bonds 

4. 2023 - Finance Committee has some things to clean up. Goal to have taxes 
filed by March 

5. Closing out and balancing petty cash next week 

Martie 
Soper,    
Judge 
Advocate 

1. By-Laws Discussion - formatted similar to the District Bylaws 

a. House Rules - old documents had everything combined, we split it out.  
Shared with EXCOM, will discuss next week,  

b. Once done will put out for 30 days so the general membership can 
provide input  

2. Code of Conduct - is out there now,  

a. We can vote on in March,  

b. Send any comments to the JA email 

Rev. Mark 
Arbeen, 
Chaplain 

Post-Everlasting update, sick members 

1. Veteran out into hospice,  

2. Asked for a joint VFW/AL memorial service 

 

Commander – Chaplain send in numbers for CPR. He does a lot behind the scenes 

Scott Logan, 
Historian 

No report 

Royes 
Gernandt,         
Sgt-at-Arms 

Excused 
 
Kay Croll, 
Alternate 

No report 
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Ali Nikolai,   
Service 
Officer 

Excused 

No report 

1. Ali’s not running this year,  

2. We are looking for a new Service Officer 

a. Responsibility is to vet and clear veterans that need help,  

b. Comes with a budget. 

c. Anyone interested, let the commander know 

Executive 
Committee 
at Large 
 
Mona 
Espinosa,  
1yr 
 
Joe Byrnes,  
2yr  
 
Angela 
Wilder 
3yr 

1st -  

1. those who are interested in attending the Department Spring Conference 
should register soon 

2. Commander - significant transfers from other posts, Mona and Lindon 
Dixon, add value  

3. Presented Mona with her diploma from National American Legion 
College 

4. Mona - truly an honor to sit in that seat.  

 

2nd - 

1. Also am Commander of VFW   

2. Joint effort for the Army-Navy Game  

3. Raised $900 for relief fund  

4. Thank you to everyone  

5. Commander - thank you for helping  

 

3rd - no report 

Marty 
Pfeifer,     
Past 
Commander 

No report 
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Non-Voting Invited Attendees 

Charlie Mooney, 
General Manager 

Building Status 

Post Operations 

1. New Rental Policy and contracts effective 01.01.2024 

2. Roof repaired, seems to be working  

3. Kitchen drain - shut it down for one day to clean  

4. Drain across from dishwasher, needs to be jet blasted out, doing on 
Thurs 

5. Charbroiled, gas on one burner was bad, fixed now 

6. Timer for parking lot lights stopped working, Randy put in new timer 

7. Banquet Hall freshly painted, new chandlers arriving soon 

8. Glass chiller in Social Quarters needs to be replaced 

9. Walk-in cooler has a leak, it’s old, need new evaporator, Jet Stream 
Mechanical - $3400 for new, each time comes to put in freon cost 
$400, bite the bullet and get fixed 

10. Cintas does our fire extinguishers, sprinkler system, etc,  over 
charging us. Cintas charges $3400 for one part.  Working on better 
deal once we check for a contract with Cintas  

11. Defibrillators are in - going to schedule training 

 

Linwood Jones,     
SAL Commander 

Upcoming SAL events:  

1. 1/27 Jess’s birthday – also Casino Night - added additional tables, 
horse racing, etc. $20 donation gets 

a. Access to free food and  

b. 2 drink tickets  

c. A ticket for door prizes 

2. 2/25 - Sons annual chili cookoff, around 4pm 

3. March - St Patrick’s Day party, basket of cheer to raffle off 

 

Commander - thanks for your leadership of the Sons. Doing a great job 
this year 

Tom Boltik,     
ALR Director  

Upcoming Riders Events 

1. Cold out there so haven’t done much riding 

2. 4/20 Poker Ride - looking for volunteers, raffle S&W 9mm and 
hunting bows 
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3. Signed up for the George Washington ride 

Kim Palmer,    
Auxiliary 
President 

Excused 

Auxiliary Updates/Events 

1. In Dec adopted one of three families that were referred to us from Key 

Middle School. Riders and Sons adopted the other 2. Delivered their 
gifts together on Friday December 17  

2. Delivered Christmas Gifts to a local Shelter on December 21. 

3. Supported Breakfast with Santa 

4. March 24th the Annual Women’s History Celebration 

a. 3 speakers, one with a discussion focused on women’s mental 
health 

b. Details to follow 

5. Membership numbers have increased 

a. Reached out to non-member spouses, encouraged them to come 
and see what the Auxiliary does 

b. Amazing membership chair 

 

Commander  - Kim has brought the Auxiliary together, thank you 

 

Theron Patrick 

Excused 

Sent the following report:   

a. We have completed the six (6) Blood Drives at Post 176 in 
Springfield Virginia for the year 2023.  

b. The results for the year are a record 369 units collected with 
another record 70 units at the December Drive  

c. Our blood drives are a great service to the community, and to the 
Nation, for which the Post is and should be proud. It adds to our 
reputation and it provides an opportunity to welcome the 
community into the Post.   

d. The next blood drive is February 13, 2024.Be the One by giving a 
gift of life and love for Valentines Day 

 
 

6. Unfinished Business 

7. New Business 
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a. Charlie Buettner - explained the meaning of the 4 Chaplains - District will have a 
ceremony at Fairfax Post 177 at 1030 on 2/4 

b. Commander - thanks to Karla for continuing to do the eBlast, notices, and newsletter.  
She puts out the messages for us.  

c. Kay - free AARP pins on the table for anyone who wants one 

d. Mike Farabaugh 

1) Problem in the 17th District 

2) 1st - Have a team and all the coaches who lost their sponsor 

3) 2nd - another team wants to be created as an American Legion Team, looking for 
a new sponsor 

4) To sponsor all it takes  

a) 100% finance covered by the team themselves 

b) Just a signature, team is self-sufficient for all fees, insurance, national fee  

5) It’s been proposition to each post in the district and no one has responded 

Motion To take the request for sponsorship of one or both baseball teams to EXCOM, Dennis, 
2nd Joe 

Motion carried  

Commander - Before closing - want to thank the EXCOM, for everything they do.   

8. Closing Prayer, Salute, Adjournment 

 


